
I think that there is a problem with my 
child’s reading/spelling/writing/maths 
even though other areas of their 
development, including language, 
appear to be age-appropriate.

Make a time to raise your concern with 
your child’s teacher to identify whether 
your child’s progress is in line with year 
level expectations. 

Are you still concerned?

Ask the teacher to provide more information about 
the type of assistance that is being provided in the 
classroom and the strategies that are being used to 
target any areas of concern.

Are you still concerned?

Ask if your child could be given the opportunity to 
participate in a small group intervention targeting their 
specific areas of weakness. It will be important that any 
intervention program is delivered explicitly, over an 
extended period of time and that your child’s progress 
is monitored carefully.

If the school does not have the resources to provide 
this, it may be necessary to find a similar type of 
support out of school.

Are you still concerned?

If your child has continued to experience 
difficulty in the area of concern despite 
receiving ongoing and consistent intervention, 
an assessment of the relevant academic  
area using standardised testing, as well as an 
assessment of their processing capabilities, 
should be completed by a qualified 
professional. For a diagnosis of an SLD to  
be made, the intervention must have taken 
place for at least six months.

If there are other areas of concern which 
appear to be contributing to your child’s 
difficulties (e.g. language, motor coordination, 
attention) it may be necessary to seek the 
advice of the relevant professional (e.g. 
Speech Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, 
Paediatrician).

Are you still concerned?

I am satisfied with 
my child’s progress or 
with the steps being 
taken to address any 
areas of concern.

Your child is likely 
to require ongoing 
individualised 
instruction using 
a structured, 
systematic program 
and the provision 
of classroom-based 
accommodations to 
support their learning. 

Additional support is 
also recommended 
with a specialist tutor 
or clinician who is able 
to provide additional 
evidence-based, 
systematic intervention 
that targets your  
child’s specific areas  
of weakness. 

Ongoing monitoring  
of your child’s progress 
is essential.
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